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We moved - A new office, new ideas

In this month´ newsletter, we present you two new programs, one in Ecuador and one in
Peru: A special package was created for families to explore the jungle around our
Hakuna Matata Amazon Lodge . In Peru, a new program brings the tourists closer to
the indigeous lifestyle. We also want to inform you about Mendoza - a great destination
for nature lovers. 

Finally, we would like to inform you about are events that were happening in the last few
months: Most importantly, we share with you some information about the Tour-Cert-
seminars held for our guides in Peru and Ecuador. Secondly, we inform you about the
moving of the Latventure team in Quito . Further, we give you some inside in the
Travel Shows we attened in the beginning of this year; the New York Travel Show and
the ITB in Berlin as well as in the closing ceremony of the Patagonien season, our office
in Buenos Aires celebrated in a special location this year. 

Enjoy reading!

http://www.newsletter-webversion.de/testmail/


New Family-Program at our Hakuna Matata Amazon Lodge

Our Hakuna Matata Amazon Lodge, created a new jungle package for families, which
soon will be offered to our clients. The package includes a short hike and a horseback ride
through the rainforest, an excursion on a canoe and a visit to the Kamak Maki Museum
and the Shiripungo community. While the program focuses on the needs and wants of
children, it includes hands on and learning activities for every age group. 

Once you arrive at the spacious property of the Hakuna Matata Lodge, you can start
exploring the almost 120 hectares. The complex offers everything a child's heart desires: a
white sandy beach directly on the Inchillaqui River, a tropical garden, a private protective
forest and a palm-like pool of 27x22 meters – and you will hardly find mosquitoes.

On the second day, you will get to know the flora of the jungle. During an easy hike in the
morning, you can see various species of plants and insects. Your guide will explain their
usefulness for the rainforest and its inhabitants. After an energizing lunch at the lodge, we
go on another exploration tour – this time on horses. Horseback riding through the
jungle and the river, you can enjoy particularly beautiful scenery. Children can choose to
ride the horse themselves or with the help of a guide. 

After an early breakfast, we start around 8 o'clock
the next morning. Your first stop this day will be a
lagoon with an island where monkeys swing
from tree to tree. A canoe trip takes you
around the island. Enjoy the peace and quietness
and let the voices of the jungle take you off into
another world. Your guide will tell you more about
the special bird species and other animals you can
see here.

We continue to the harbor of the jungle town Misahualli, where, with a bit of luck, you can
see monkeys romping around. From here, you will take a motor canoe up the Napo River
to the Kamak Maki Nature and Culture Museum, where you can see other jungle
animals, such as the Caiman, a capybara, turtles, a parrot and a coati running
around the little zoo. A museum guide shows you medicinal plants and introduces you
to the customs and rituals of shamanism.  In addition, he shows you how the locals of the
rainforest used to hunt and some still do. Trying out the blowpipe is a lot of fun for
everyone. 

After getting to know the culture of the indigenous people of the jungle a little bit, you now
drive downstream to an indigenous community where you will have lunch and get to
know other traditions through various activities. You will be shown how the traditional
drink "Chicha" is produced and a traditional dance will be performed. On the sacred giant
stone that can be found in the community, you can feel and absorb the positive energy
of Mother Earth. However, before you enter the stone, you must ask its permission.
There are also special rules for the descent. You can further choose between the activities
"Artesanal Workshop" and "Gold Panning", which are particularly popular with
children. In the "Artesanal-Workshop" you will be shown how traditional jewelry is made
out of natural materials and the children can make their own traditional bracelet, parents
are of course welcome to support them. The second option teaches you the art of gold
panning. Search for your own Indiana Jones gold treasure. 

Before you return to Quito or the small town of Baños on the fourth day, there is a
gourmet highlight on the agenda in the morning: a chocolate workshop where you learn
how to make chocolate the traditional way and at the end of the day, you can taste your



final product.

Turismo vivencial Valle Sagrado

In the surroundings of Cusco City, along Sacred Valley, nine ancient communities have
gathered to create an association known as “La Tierra de los Yachaqs”.  These
communities have opened their gates to tourists interested in getting to know the costums
and daily life of the Andes‘ people. 

These nine communities, also called "ayllus", are extended in the area between Pisca and
Ollantaytambo and are still organized in the same way as back in the Inca era. 

“Yachaq” is a word in qechua that can be translated into English as “wise”, referring to
the great knowledge about the world they have, “knowledge“ that people from these
communities have inherited from their ancestors and they now share with tourists who
visit them. 

Among their great and ancient knowledge the most remarkable one is to have learned how
to live from the earth without jeopardizing its natural resources. This antique
cognizance is applied in their daily lives including labor such as pottery, crafts, food
making, agriculture as well as in their ceremonies. 

The route through “Tierra de los Yachaqs” starts in Pisac, where a fabulous 2 hours car
ride will let us appreciate a beautiful landscape that takes us back to its ancestral origins
where “Yachaqs”, “Wise”, learned to live in communion with earth. Once in Pisac we are
able to begin a memorable journey through all these nine communities: Amaru,
Huayllafara, Huchuy Qosqo, Chumpe, Patabamba, Chichubamba, Cachiccata, Socma y
Janac Chiquibamba, which are distributed throughout the sacred valley to the limits
of Ollantaytambo, gate of the mystical citadel of Machu Picchu. 

Tourists are offered several of activities related to topics such as craft, Andean textiles,
apiculture, floriculture, gastronomy, dancing and animal breeding. 

The adventure component is one of the main attractions of “La Tierra de los Yachaqs”.
It combines the experiential experience with the excitement of treks and excursions
through magical and ancestral places, in routes that can be done in some hours to the
ones that last several days. One of them is “Camino del Antisuyo “ (Antisuyo’s trail), a
walk made through one of the actual Inca’s trails, which lasts 2 days and which is the
entrance to Antisuyo and to the archaeological remains of Huchuy Qosqo. 

We start this adventure by getting to know the ceremonial centers: Tambomachay,
place of offerings and rituals to mother earth or Pachamama. On our way, we can spot
canals of the Inca’s hydraulic system , traditional landmarks that in harmony with the
great diversity of flora and fauna embellish the landscape. Then we get to the first
viewpoint of Cusco, where the border of Corao and Q’eser is glanced, later we continue



the hike to appreciate the lagoons of Quelhuacocha (Andean seagull lagoon) and
Quirococha (Golden Lagoon) where local wildlife can de observed with birds like hullata
(Andean goose), jacachus (woodpecker) among others. 

Llamas, alpacas and sheep grazing can be seen in route. As the walk continues we
reach another viewpoint, where Qoricocha, Piuray lagoons can be observed as well as
Anta’s prairie and surrounding communities to Usmabamba Valley, Cuper Alto and
Cuper bajo at Chinchero’s district. Afterwards, we go down to get to the Qenqo
community, where its main chores as agriculture and cattle raising will be appreciated,
similarly, you see the different types of earth coloration for diverse sorts of crops. 

Finally, in the afternoon you arrive to Patabamba community, where you are received with
a warm welcome of typical music, costumes, and rain of flowers petals .There the
families introduce themselves and welcome us in their homes and you will enjoy a hot
Andean herbal tea (muña, coca). After setting yourself up in your room, you meet in the
dining room for family dinner. 

After an early breakfast with the family, (all nourishment is prepared with natural
products grown in the community) we leave Patabamba heading to the
archaeological complex of Huchuy Qosqo.  On our way, we observe inter-Andean
valleys typical of the Quechua zone with marvelous viewpoints of the famous Sacred
Valley. Continuing we go through an Inca Trail that is also part of the Q’apac Ñan
network, which in Tawantinsuyo’s time, also led to Antisuyo. 

We continue to reach the archaeological remains of Huchuy Qosqo, where we see this
legacy built by the Incas, located at 3550 meters above sea level. The word comes from
the Quechan language and means Little Cusco. Nevertheless, this was also known as
Q’acyacawana, which in Spanish means place where thunder can be watched .
Historically known for being Wiracocha’s place, where he according to legends passed
away. 

In the colonial time, a mummy was found here, which is attributed to this same character
and whom Francisco Pizarro burned. 

Later, we descend to get to the Huchuy Qosqo community; in route we can appreciate
the Andean flora and fauna of the area and the town of Lamay.

Mendoza – Adventures in the Andes

This May our colleague Maruja traveled to Mendoza – a region full of scenic landscapes. 

Without a doubt, the most famous place to visit in the surroundings of Mendoza is the
mountain Aconcagua which is the highest mountain in the Southern Hemisphere
(6.962m). If you are lucky and it is not too cloudy, you can see the gigantic mountain while
hiking around the “Parque Provincial Aconcagua”.  On the way there, you can enjoy a



200 km drive through impressive and constantly changing Andean scenery, from colorful
almost desertic rocky landscapes to massive mountain chains full of snow. Another
highlight on the way is the Inca Bridge, a natural arch that forms a bridge over the Vacas
River. The water, being extremely rich in mineral content due to hot springs, created a
colorful pattern on the rocks of the bridge.

The area is especially interesting for adventurous travelers as the Andes invite you to
go hiking, climbing, rafting or horseback-riding. Like Maruja, you can even enjoy the view
of the Andes while Zip-lining. 

If you need a day to rest from all the activities in the Andes, you can relax in one of
Mendoza’s many wineries and try all different kind of wines that are produced in
the area. The most famous wine region there is called “Valle de Uco” , where you can
enjoy a romantic and quiet atmosphere in the middle of wine fields with the impressive
snowy Andes in the background. 

Mendoza definitely has a lot to offer and is worth a visit!

Tourcert-Training-Seminar in Quito and Peru

In March, several Latventure tour guides participated in an Intercultural Training
Seminar in Quito, Ecuador. The training, which was financed by Latventure, was led by
the "Studienkreis für Tourismus und Entwicklung e.V." (Institute for Tourism and
Development). The goal of the seminar was to inspire and to train the tour guides to
actively work for a better understanding between different cultures. The seminar,
which was designed with a view to the practical needs of tour guides, is supported by
the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development.  

Whereas the seminar in Quito was a basic intercultural teacher seminar, an
advanced seminar was held in Peru the same month. The training had both
theoretical and practical aspects. Topics of the basic seminar were self-assessment as
tour guides in a developing country, newly industrializing country or transition country,
expectations and behavior of tourists, contents and methods of cultural mediation,
development and global interrelatedness and tourism and development. The advanced
seminar focused on prerequisites and techniques for a successful and well-structured
argument. Exercises were given on the topics society and culture, development, religion
and identity and on globalization. While in this seminar the participants had to pass an
individual oral exam on their last day, participants of the basic seminar had to
implement their newly acquired knowledge and methodology on an excursion on
the last two days. The presentations they held were filmed subsequently analyzed and
evaluated by the whole group. This way they also had the chance to critically examine
their own position and to improve their work.

At the end of the seminar, the participants got an "Intercultural Teacher” certificate



plus a silver pin for their successful participation.

Moving to a new office in Quito
In the end of April, the Latventure team in Ecuador moved to a new office in Quito. In
one and a half days we managed to move all the furniture, electronic devices, material,
paper etc. two floors up. In the new office, each department has its own office; this way
we can use the newly won quietness and energy to focus on the clients. 

The new address is as followed:

Av. Colón E8-57 y José Urbina
Edif. El Cisne, 8vo Piso, Ofc. 8A-B
Quito – Ecuador
Tel: +593 22 546 540 or +593 22 905 737
Fax: +593 22 901 207

Starting the year with tourism fairs

The New York Times Travel Show and the ITB were both great experiences for
Latventure. While in NYC and Berlin, we met a lot of great people who also share a passion
for travel, adventure, and sustainable tourism. 

The NYTTS attracted an impressive 32,398 attendees to the Javits Convention Center in
Manhattan, of which 10,268 attended as part of the trade show. While Latventure
represented Ecuador, Peru, and Argentina , there were companies representing 176
countries overall. While the show was a lot of work, we still managed to find some time
for fun, visiting the Rockefeller Center, The Met, and Times Square, for example. 

At the ITB, 180 countries from all five continents were represented. 10,000 exhibitors
presented their product or service to about 160,000 visitors in total. While establishing
new contacts, we also had the chance to meet old friends and colleagues. We were happy
to represent a big part of South America and enjoyed being part of the leading Travel
Trade Show ITB.

Closing ceremony in Tigre-Delta

In Argentina there is no better way than celebrating a successfully finished season with an
“Asado” (barbecue). This is exactly what our Argentinean team did this month. Luckily,
almost all of our tour guides who are usually scattered all over the country were in town
and we could enjoy a sunny day together in the river delta of Tigre. The delta is a
popular tourist destination about 20 kilometers north of Buenos Aires. The “Río Paraná”
flows into the “Río de la Plata” creating a large nature park with thousands of small
rivers and islands giving the opportunity to escape from the turbulent city life of
Buenos Aires. 

When having an Asado in Argentina,
traditionally it seems almost impossible to eat
the whole amount of prepared meet, but in the
end there is usually nothing left. That is how
it was this time, too. As a starter we had the
famous “Choripán” which is a smoked sausage
with bread. Then we enjoyed all different parts
of the cow: “Bife de Chorizo” (Rumpsteak),
“Asado” (grilled meat), “Chinchulines”
(chitlins), “Molleja” (gizzard) and “Morcilla”
(blood sausage). Also sweet potatoes and
pumpkin could not be missing. Cheering to the
closing of another great high season with
Fernet and Coca-Cola – which is the favorite



drink in Argentina - we had a great time
together and are ready for a new season to
come.
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