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2017 – A year for travelling! 

With our first newsletter of the year we want to present you an exciting new product
for discovering Patagonia by cruise ship, a very interesting train excursion in
Ecuador with the chance to meet the famous Baltazar Ushca as well as explaining a
bit more about the different climate zones in Peru  in order to choose the best
travel period for your clients. We also give you a short review about last year and
want to present your two important events for 2017: ITB Berlin and 10th
anniversary of Latventure!

Enjoy reading!

http://www.newsletter-webversion.de/testmail/


Ventus Australis – Exploring the end of the world in Patagonia 

Australis is a company specialized in luxury cruises to the southernmost canals of
Patagonia. There at the most southern points of the world one can experience the
utter beauty of Patagonia via the Australis cruise ships, who take you along different
natural and historic sites all the way from Punta Arenas to Cape Horn or the “End of
the Earth” that will leave you amazed by the end of your trip. 

In addition to the Stella Australis the new cruise ship Ventus Australis – Latin for
“Southern Wind” – will join the Australis family in January 2018 on two routes:
Fjordos de Tierra del Fuego and Patagonia Explorer. 

The Fjordos de Tierra del Fuego route takes one to areas full of unique wildlife
such as Ainsworth Bay, glaciers larger than oneself can fathom in Glacier Alley, and
of course to the legendary Cape Horn in the historic Wulaia Bay. Wildlife one will see
includes copious amounts of bird species, elephant seals, and penguins.  This option
begins in Punta Arenas and ends in the world´s southernmost city of Ushuaia. This
cruise takes you on a journey to learn almost equally about the compelling human
history and natural environment including the beauty of the geographical
surroundings and the immense wildlife. Daily excursions will allow you to feel more
connected to your surroundings and keep you busy. 

The second rout of the Ventus Australis is the Patagonia Explorer and is brand
new! This trip is similar to the first option however takes a different starting route in
Ushuaia and ends in Punta Arenas.  This trip focuses additionally on Northern areas
within Patagonia such as Magdalena Island where you will learn about its important
role in the past as well as find time to enjoy the immense number of penguins and
birds. Additionally, you will view more glaciers within the Darwin Mountain Range
and surrounding areas. Although this option is not released yet, we are looking
forward to it start next January. 

Here you find a nice promotional video about the new cruise ship: Ventus Australis   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eEQ0jsaoOPo


“El Tren Del Hielo” – meeting Baltazar Ushca

The train ride to the “Devil´s Nose” that leaves from Alausí to Sibambe is one of the
most famous train rides in Ecuador due to its zigzag railroad which allows the train to
climb 500 meters in less than 12km. Apart from this train ride there are many more
which are well worth a visit. Today we want to use the chance to present you the
train excursion with the “tren del hielo”. 

The train leaves in Riobamba in the morning and makes its way to Urbina, passing
by breathtaking scenery which includes spectacular views of Capac Urcu,
Chimborazo and Carihuairazo on a clear day. In Urbina the tourists have the chance
to meet the famous Baltazar Ushca, the last ice breaker of Chimborazo. For more
than half a century he climbed the Chimborazo Volcano in order to harvest glacial ice
which was in earlier days used to keep comestible goods fresh. Nowadays the ice is
not used for this reason anymore but Baltazar Ushca keeps the tradition alive and
harvests ice twice a week – at the age of 72! At the train station in Urbina tourists
have the chance to meet him in person and to hear his story from himself while
enjoying some ice cream made out of his glacial ice. At the information center the
guests can watch a documental video about Balthazar’s life and enjoy traditional
food of the Andean communities. 

Afterwards the train leaves for “La Moya” where the guests are welcomed by the
local community - descendants of the ancient Puruha people. Here they learn a lot
about their once secret daily life in the Andes and enjoy a tasty and traditional lunch
with them. 

This train ride is somewhat different as it includes not only spectacular scenery but
the tourists also learn a lot about Andean culture. 



Choosing the best travel period in Peru

A country so diverse in its natural landscapes, wildlife, language, and
climate zones are all important factors to take into account when planning a trip to
Peru. 28 of the world´s 32 climate zones can be found in Peru and the country itself
can be broken into four main weather zones including: the Coast, the Andes, the
Amazon, and the Altiplano plateau. Therefore we want to give you an overview about
the different climate zones so that you can plan your clients’ trip matching the
correct destination with the right time:

The coastal regions of Peru receive mild weather conditions year around with little
rain. The best time to travel to the coast, specifically to Lima, is from mid-November
to late-March when it is mostly sunny and warm. The coastal area of Paracas and
Nazca are further south and are generally warm yet can be windy at times. Beaches
north in Trujillo and Mancora have slightly warmer climates and are perfect for
visiting year around. 

It is extremely important to consider the climate when planning a trip to the Andes
because due to high altitudes, weather can change quickly depending where you
are. The best time to go to the Andes and popular destinations such as Machu
Picchu, Cusco, Arequipa, and Lake Titicaca is from April through mid-November
when the climate is dry and cold. From December to March the Andes of Peru
experience more rainfall and fog. In general, it is important to pack for cold weather
the higher you go up in the mountains, and pack plenty of sunscreen due to closer
distance to sun.

The Amazon rainforest composes a large portion of Peru and the climate is
drastically different than the other climate zones. It is hot and humid for most of the
year so it is important to know what to pack for such circumstances. In large parts of
the Peruvian Amazon wet season is from November to late February. If one is
planning an Amazon cruise this does mean more rain during this time but on can
also explorer larger parts of the Amazon with smaller dinghies due to the risen water
level. For a stay in an Amazon Lodge the time between March and November is more
suitable.  Additionally in August and September there is a better chance in
encountering rare wildlife such as jaguars and wild pigs. 

The last climate zone present in Peru is the Altiplano climate zone. Although small
and expanding more largely into Bolivia, it is still important to know about. Altiplano
is actually a high plateau and the second widest one following the Tibetan Plateau.



Altitude is high, similar to the Andes; therefore it can be cold with bright sun in the
day. Dress and packing accordingly is advised. 

With this overview about the different climate zones in Peru we hope to make the
travel planning easier for you.

Review and Preview

2016 was an exciting year and 2017 promises to become just as thrilling. That´s why
we want to give you a small review as well as a preview for the upcoming year. 

First we want to thank our partners, providers and friends for their great work and
partnership during 2016, because only together we can achieve great value! That´s
why we celebrated the end of the year in Ecuador, Peru and Argentina with a
Christmas dinner in which we invited our guides, chauffeurs and colleagues in
order to thank them for their great work. 

In order to keep a great standard in our services we are always on the road to do
inspections of hotels and services as well as to find new innovative activities for our
clients. This year for example we visited (among others) the region of Chimborazo in
Ecuador, Machu Picchu in Peru and explored the W-Trek in the Torres del Paine
National Park in Chile. 

A big project of 2016 was the certification process with “TourCert Andina”  which
we completed successfully in December. We made a complete inspection of our
sustainable practices within and outside of our office. This led to a series of
adjustments and an extensive improvement program which will be completed within
the upcoming 2 years. In order to make our sustainable approach more visible we
worked our company philosophy over and implemented important principles such as
human rights, working conditions, nature conservation, biodiversity and further
continuous improvements. 

In 2017 we are looking forward to having two big events!

First we will be present at the world’s biggest travel fare ITB in Berlin from the 8th
of March until the 12th of March (hall 23a, stand 106a). We are looking forward to
meeting our international partners, discussing new innovative travel options
throughout South America and meeting new people as well. If you want to meet us in
person please contact us via E-mail in order to make an appointment. We are looking



forward to hearing from you!

Second we are proud to announce that this year in April we will be celebrating our
10th anniversary of LATVENTURE! We gained a lot of experience over the last 10
years and are now justified in saying “we are an experienced, well-established and
service oriented incoming agency which acts responsibly with its clients, nature and
local people!” 

We are looking forward to an exciting new year and are happy to invite you to be
part of our actions in the future!

Latventure Incoming Av. Colón E8-57 y Gral. José Urbina, Edif. El Cisne Pichincha Quito Ecuador 
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